Preface                                   ix

Of the many books consulted, I wish to make the fullest
acknowledgment of indebtedness to the late Mr. Lewis
Rice's Gazetteer of Mysore, his Mysore and Coorg, from
the Inscriptions, and his Epigraphia Carnatica, and to his
publishers, Messrs. Constable & Co., for permission to
quote from them. Direct quotations from these books
(described by a * Failed B.A.' friend as ' monumental
mines of learning') are indicated, but a very great number
of the following pages owe something to one or other of
those books. Indeed, to attempt to write anything on
Mysore without their aid would be almost equivalent to
attempting to write a book in English without using any
word in the Oxford Dictionary.
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